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Spring is finally here!
Beckman students are 
stampeding to the end of this 
school year with memorable 
track meets, exhilarating game 
night competitions, exciting 
musical performances, and 
much more.  Even though 
spring has been here since 
March, the weather is finally 
getting warmer--and we’ll be 
“springing” to May 31 in no 
time.
. Above, another awe-inspiring piece of artwork--with an even 

more significant message can be seen near the commons.

Here’s a preview of what’s 
inside:
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Q&As: 2

           Mrs. Mausser   Mrs. Mausser is our Ag 
and FFA teacher. She is 

always there to help 
every student that 
needs her and she 

always makes people 
feel welcomed! 

Recently, she has been 
working with Mrs. 

Kluesner on the science 
fair and state 

convention projects. 
With these events 
coming up, many 
students will be 

attending. She is very 
enjoyable to be around!

1. What do you like most about teaching Ag. at Beckman?
For the first time in my nine year teaching career I get to stay in one building 
all day long. I also love the atmosphere it can't be described but I just love it 
here! Supportive staff, administration, and parents makes a teacher’s job fun.

2. What are you most excited for/looking forward to for State 
Convention?
 I'm not sure where to start! Its 60 straight hours of jam packed fun.  We will get our 
official chapter charter at STATE and I'm excited for everyone that’s competing but I 
send a special shout out to the Junior High Ag Impact Magic School Bus team. They 
have easily logged the most hours of practice among the 33 members and the eyes of 
1st time convention attendees is exciting!

3. Was it difficult to start our very own chapter here at Beckman? 
Mr. Meade and the 2018-19 Officer Team as well as myself logged numerous hours 
last April to get the chapter started. It was a ton of paperwork, but worth it!

4. What's your favorite Beckman activity?
 Homecoming. I love seeing all the community rally behind the amazing parade and 
having alumni come back to visit!

By: Elyse, Lanie, Libby, Stephanie, Rob, 
Shea, and Keaton



5. What are you looking forward to the next school year 
with FFA?
Expanding numbers and telling the agricultural story! 

6. What is your favorite sweet to eat? 
Oh my! Favorite is Dessert! Can't beat cheesecake and I'm never 
afraid to eat it first :)  

7. What is your favorite thing to do outside of school 
when you're not busy?
I'm a fair and livestock showing junkie. Each summer I will 
attend 15-20 county fairs across Iowa  as well as state fair and my 
bucket list item is to attend all 99 county fairs in Iowa 43 down 
and 56 to go! I love working with livestock. Rinsing steers and 
walking goats to the sunrise is my favorite summer activity. 

Mrs. Mausser, Continued

From top left: FFA logo, her favorite dessert, picture of 
Mrs. Mausser and Shelby Westhoff at State Convention, 
and Mrs Mausser playing a game at State Convention



The best way to find morel 
mushrooms is to look for dead 
Oak trees, and then look around 
the base of the tree for them. 

Some great tips for cooking 
mushrooms are: to let them 
soak in salt water for 1-3 days 
so it can get rid of all the 
bacteria.  After you soak them, 
you can cut them in half, dip 
them in eggs, and then dip them 
in crumbled up crackers. Lastly, 
you can cook them with butter 
in a pan. 

Mushroom hunting is 
a popular practice 
throughout Europe, 
Australia, Korea, and 
many other places 
around the world. 
Many people cook 
mushrooms, but you 
can eat them several 
other ways. Some 
places even have 
annual mushroom 
festivals where you 
can taste all kinds of 
mushrooms yourself!

Orange: 4



Interviewing About 
the Great Outdoors!

Our three interviewers 
(Ryan, Elisabeth, and 
Garrett) interviewed 
several students from 8th 
grade with questions about 
the outdoors. We came up 
with questions about deer, 
mushrooms, and several 
other subjects. We received 
multiple responses, and we 
are sharing the best ones 
with you!

We asked a few fellow students at Beckman to answer some 
questions about mushrooms and deer. Here are some of the 
best answers:

1. We asked Mia Lemke how many kinds of mushrooms 
the there are she said 126 kinds. There are 10,000 known 
species of mushrooms .

2. We asked Jackson O How many different species of deer 
there are he said 12. There are around 10 species of deer.

3. We asked Hannah how much a white tailed deer weighed                                  
she said 200 pounds. A male weighs around 150 pounds 
and a female weighs 100 pounds.

4. We asked Brett Burlage how many kinds of mushroom 
there are he said 5,000. He was the closest out of all of 
them.



Current 
Event: 6Black Hole: M87

The  first ever photograph of a black hole was published 

around the world when it was unveiled on Wednesday captivating 

viewers and providing the only direct visual evidence that these 

regions of spacetime exist. The responsibility of finding it a name 

fell to Larry Kimura a Hawaiian language professor at the 

University of Hawaii at Hilo who was approached by astronomers 

involved with the project. Two of the eight telescopes used to 

capture the photograph are located in Hawaii. Power was captured 

by the Event Horizon Telescope, a project that connected eight 

telescopes around the world. The supermassive 

black hole and its shadow, at the center of a 

galaxy known as M87, were photographed back 

in April 11,2017 but the results were only

 revealed late April of 2019.  



This Month in 
History: 7

On April 11, 1970 Apollo 13 was launched.  We interviewed Mr. 
Sheston and Mrs. Hogan on what they knew about the mission. 
We asked them where they were and how old they were. Mr. 
Sheston, 16 at the time, was a sophomore at Wahlert High 
School in Dubuque.  The spacecraft was originally supposed to 
land on the moon but an oxygen tank explosion forced the crew 
to go through emergency procedures to fix the carbon dioxide 
removal system. Mrs. Hogan was in school at the time but she 
did not watch it. Mr. Sheston also said there is a great movie 
about the mission. Mrs. Hogan remembers it being a very 
intense and exciting time because no one wanted anyone to die 
in space.

By: Evelyn, Lucas, Landon, Mason, Tessa, John Paul, Brett, Abby



What Matters?: 8

Questions 
Question One: What is/was your lenten commitment?

Question Two: How is it going so far?

Question Three: What are your family’s Easter tradition?

Question Four: What is your favorite Easter memory?

Question Five: Does your family travel for Easter?

People Interviewed
Landon Recker  8th Grade

Tessa Tauke  8th Grade

Alex Hageman  8th Grade

Maddie Schmitz  7th Grade

Lucas Knipper  7th Grade

Alyssa Goerdt  7th Grade

    Hop over to 
the next page 

for their responses!

We interviewed students 
about the topic of the 

Easter season. We asked 
about Lent, commitments, 

and family activities. 
Many students had lots to 
say on this topic. Students 
were especially excited to 
say what they were doing 

during the season.



Landon: He gave up Netflix 
and Ice Cream for Lent.

Tessa: She gave up pop 
for Lent.

Alex: He gave up desserts 
for the season.

Maddie: She gave up 
chocolate.

Lucas: He gave up 
chocolate this year.

Alyssa: She is trying to be 
more kind.

Landon: He is not doing 
the best. He says he has 
watched Netflix about four 
times. 

Tessa: She is doing very 
good! She has not drank 
pop at all during Lent.

Alex: Not very good, but he 
is trying harder.

Maddie: She is doing 
great!

Lucas: He is not doing as 
well as he would like.

Alyssa: She is doing the 
best she can.

Landon: He goes to church 
and then his Grandparents 
house.

Tessa: Her parents hide 
Easter baskets for her and 
her siblings to find.

Alex: Him and his family 
go to mass.

Maddie: She goes to mass 
at 10:30.

Lucas: His family plays 
games outside.

Alyssa: She goes to mass 
and collects eggs.

Landon: One year he got 
an iPod 5.

Tessa: She got a Wii once!

Alex: One year he got 10 
pounds of clay.

Maddie: One year she did 
a very large egg hunt.

Lucas: His favorite 
memory was when his 
family had an egg hunt 
and he got $30 and 
chocolate.

Alyssa: Once she got to go 
to Build-A-Bear!

Landon: His family 
does not travel during 
Easter.

Tessa: She stays 
around family during 
Easter.

Alex: His family 
doesn’t travel out of 
town for the season.

Maddie: One year she 
went to New York for 
Easter!

Lucas: His family stays 
in the area for Easter.

Alyssa: Her family 
doesn’t go anywhere.



Sports: 10

Just a Bark
There are many things that happen 
at track meets. Some events can be 
very funny and good. Like what 
happened to Abby Knepper, she 
was in 5th place when she heard a 
bark. “The barking made me think 
that my shoe was going to fall off,” 
said Abby. The bark seemed to help 
though because she ended up in 
second place. Abby said, “The bark 
made me speed up, and I didn’t look 
back and I pushed through it to do 
my best.”

Here are the rumors:
Maria Kruse was on the last 
100m of the 800m race, and 
she was in third, but she was 
catching up. She used her 
cast to knock the other two in 
the face and push them off 
the track as she brought 
Beckman the gold.

Abby (left) got the 
helpful bark from
Gerti (right)

Dan Correy 
(left) coaches 
the junior high 
boys track and 
Ron Broxson 
(below) coaches 
the girls 

By: Joe, Aiden, Trent, Abby, Gerti, Evan, and Alex



Advice Column: 11 

Advice Column
What is your advice for making new friends?
Be nice to everyone and don’t be afraid to go up and talk to someone 
you usually don’t talk to. Don’t be scared and think you’re being judged. 
Just find common interests and go from there. 

What are ways to get more involved in school? 
Don’t be afraid to try new things, communicate with teachers and see 
what you could get involved in. 

How do you know if someone doesn’t like you? I can’t figure it 
out--but I really like this person and just want to know. Thanks for 
any help.
I would say if they don’t talk to you a lot throughout the day and only 
talk to you on snapchat or texting. They probably just like you as a 
friend. But if you really want to know just try talking to them more 
and see how it plays out.   



Reviews: 12`What’s Popular?
The Junior High got surveyed on pop culture right now. 
We asked about movies, songs, and people that are 
currently popular. Here are their responses.

      

Movie Review:
Captain Marvel came out and brought a new hero to the 
Marvel movie list. Her character is incredibly 
powerful--but we haven’t heard of her before this 

A controversial topic was also asked about 
the Song “Old Town Road” We asked what 
Genre song it is. The responses were mixed but 
Lots of people think its country`

movie. This happens to 
be the origin story--and 
it’s a must-see in order 
to understand her when 
she comes up in 
Avengers End Game. 
While her character 
doesn’t seem to have 
much training or 
hardship, her fighting 
scenes are epic. 

Favorite 
Singer- 
Luke Combs



Brain Teasers: 13

Riddles: 
Answer:. Wind, river, quarter and nickel

I can be heard, but cannot be seen,
Can be captured, cannot be held,
No throat, but can be heard. What am I?

What always runs but never walks, often 
murmurs, never talks, has a bed but never 
sleeps, has a mouth but never eats?     

Two coins add up to 30 cents. One of 
them is not a nickel. What are the 
coins?


